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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed November 28, 2007 have been fully considered but 

they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the combination of Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, 
and Farry fail to disclose the claimed limitations of "determining if the content is 
to be delivered directly or indirectly, wherein directly delivering content comprises 
providing the content to the user terminal without traversing any modules 
between a remote content server and the user terminal, thereby bypassing an 
aggregator", first by arguing that Kenner does not disclose "determining if the 
content is to be delivered directly or indirectly", but only discloses supporting 
alternate routes (applicant's remarks, page 6). 

In response, the examiner must stress the importance of establishing clear 
meaning of the terms "direct", "indirect", and "module" as they appear in the 
claims. The term "direct" has been amended to be defined as "providing the 
content to the user terminal without traversing any modules between a remote 
content server and the user terminal, thereby bypassing an aggregator. 
However, it is unreasonable to assume this means that there is a direct link 
consisting of nothing but a homogenous transmission medium between the user 
terminal and the content server. As shown in fig. 2 of applicant's specification, 
the direct connection between the user terminal and the remote content server is 
over Wide Area Network/Internet 205. The connection between a user terminal 
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and a remote content server over a WAN or the Internet involves at least one, 
and often a great many, "modules" in the broad sense of the term. Modules such 
as switches, routers, and the like. However, the modules, as claimed, are clearly 
the Aggregator 201 and Cable Television System Headend 210 (also shown in 
fig. 2), which are bypassed when a user terminal is linked to the remote content 
server through WAN/Internet 205. Therefore, while Kenner provides for alternate 
routes, where the alternate routes are less direct (therefore, indirect) than the 
preferred route, for transmitting data to a user terminal, the prima facie case for 
obviousness is not fully met by the combination until the introduction of the Farry 
reference, who teaches the only module that will lie between a user terminal and 
a remote content server in a direct delivery path is a digital cross connect switch, 
which is not a module as the examiner understands the term module to be 
defined in the specification. 

Second, applicant argues that the permanent virtual circuits taught by 
Farry are not for the purpose of bypassing an aggregator, nor does Farry teach 
two distinct paths (applicant's remarks, page 8), and so therefore the 
combination of Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, and Farry does not teach all the 
claimed limitations. 

In response, the examiner introduced the Farry reference as the final 
modification to stress the impact the teaching of Farry has upon the combination 
as a whole. The combination of Hendricks, Kenner, and Campanella teaches all 
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of the claimed limitations except for the special definition of a direct path as 
claimed. While Hendricks in view of Kenner provides for direct and indirect paths 
for communications, the direct path is not the type of direct path being claimed, 
as content still passes through an aggregator (Kenner's local SRU). Therefore, a 
practitioner of ordinary skill in the art would turn to the teachings found in Farry 
for improving the direct path such that when a direct path is available (as 
determined by Kenner), these direct paths have been improved such that the 
user enjoys lower routing delays. The fact that said direct path bypasses and 
aggregator is merely circumstantial and has no bearing on why a practitioner of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to modify Hendricks, Kenner, and 
Campanella further in view of Farry. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hendricks et al. (5,600,573, of record) [Hendricks] in view of Kenner et al. (5,956,716, of 
record) [Kenner], Campanella (5,864,546, of record), and Farry et al. (5,608,447, of 
record) [Farry]. 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Hendricks discloses a method for acquiring and 
delivering content, comprising: 

receiving a content download request from a user terminal (video on 
demand requests, col. 13, lines 34-40; col. 13 line 66 - col. 14 line 14; and col. 
19, lines 46-54); 

forwarding the requested content toward the user terminal (col. 6, lines 15- 
43), and 

logging the delivery in a server database (col. 20, lines 50-64). 

Hendricks fails to disclose determining if the request is a local download 
request or a remote download request and if the request is a remote download 
request, determining if the content is to be delivered directly or indirectly, wherein 
directly delivering content comprises providing the content to the user terminal 
without traversing any modules between a remote content server and the user 
terminal, thereby bypassing an aggregator, and if the content is to be delivered 
directly, establishing a communications link from a remote content server to the 
user terminal, thereby by bypassing an aggregator, and validating the delivery of 
the content to the user terminal. 

In an analogous art, Kenner teaches a method for acquiring and delivering 
content comprising receiving a content download request from a user terminal 
(col. 8, lines 14-25), determining if the request is a local download request or a 
remote download request (a check is first performed to see if requested content 
is locally available, col. 9, lines 42-54) and if the request is a remote download 
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request, determining if the content is to be delivered directly or indirectly (the 
system can establish both direct links and indirect links, col. 12, lines 42-55), and 
if the content is to be delivered directly, and establishing a communications link 
from a remote content server to the user terminal (via the DSI, col. 9, lines 31- 
41), for the benefit of providing fast access to a wide selection of content 
distributed across many networks (col. 6, lines 42-52). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method of Hendricks to include determining if the request is a 
local download request or a remote download request and if the request is a 
remote download request, determining if the content is to be delivered directly or 
indirectly, and if the content is to be delivered directly, and establishing a 
communications link from a remote content server to the user terminal, as taught 
by Kenner, for the benefit of providing fast access to a wide selection of content 
distributed across many networks, eliminating the limitation of only making 
available locally stored content on demand. 

Hendricks and Kenner fail to disclose validating the delivery of the content 
to the user terminal and directly delivering content comprises providing the 
content to the user terminal without traversing any modules between a remote 
content server and the user terminal, thereby bypassing an aggregator. 

In an analogous art, Campanella discloses validating the delivery of 
content for the benefit of accurate billing for the delivery of said content (col. 17, 
lines 60-67). 
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It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method disclosed by Hendricks and Kenner to include validating 
the delivery of content, as taught by Campanella, for the benefit of accurate 
billing for the delivery of said content. 

Hendricks, Kenner, and Campanella fail to disclose directly delivering 
content comprises providing the content to the user terminal without traversing 
any modules between a remote content server and the user terminal, thereby 
bypassing an aggregator. 

In an analogous art, Farry discloses a video distribution network (col. 4, 
lines 10-28) wherein the establishment of a direct link between a requesting 
subscriber and an information source is through a permanent virtual circuit 
through a digital cross-connect switch (col. 7, lines 15-22, col. 7, lines 56-64, and 
col. 11, lines 15-41), providing the benefit of lowered routing delays (col. 2, lines 
20-21). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method disclosed by Hendricks, Kenner, and Campanella to 
establish direct links in the manner disclosed by Farry (thereby bypassing the 
aggregator), for the benefit of lowering the routing delay in fulfilling a subscriber's 
request. 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,081 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

4. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, and Farry as applied to claim 1 above, and further 
in view of Wilkins (5,446,919, of record). 

Regarding claim 12, Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, and Farry disclose 
the method of claim 11, wherein if the request is a local download request (when 
content is stored locally in storage device 308, see Hendricks col. 9, lines 50-67 
and col. 15 line 47 - col. 16 line 3), performing the steps of: 

analyzing metadata related to the requested content, determining, based 
on the analyzed metadata, if the requested content is in a correct format for 
delivery to the user terminal, and reformatting the requested content as needed 
into a required format for delivery to the user terminal , and routing the requested 
content of the correct format to a content delivery server (where content is 
formatted as needed depending on who the content is being delivered to, see 
Hendricks, col. 14, lines 20-38 and col. 15 line 31 - col. 16 line 3, prior to being 
delivered to the cable headend 207 for distribution, see fig. 1); 

analyzing a user profile associated with a user of the user terminal and the 
content metadata and based on the analyzed user profile and the content 
metadata applying a digital rights management scheme to the content delivery 
(see Hendricks, col. 18, lines 39-58 and col. 20 line 50 - col. 21 line 9); and 
incorporating advertisements into the requested content (Hendricks, col. 17, lines 
49-67). 
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Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, and Farry fail to disclose the 
incorporating of advertisements into the requested content includes at least one 
advertisement targeted to a user of the user terminal. 

In an analogous art, Wilkins teaches targeting advertisements to specific 
users (col. 8, lines 3-41 and col. 11, lines 19-38), for the benefit of improved 
advertising (col. 4 line 44 - col. 5 line 39). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method disclosed by Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, and Farry 
to include targeting advertisements to specific users, as taught by Wilkins, for the 
benefit of improved, more effective, advertising. 

Regarding claim 13, Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, and Farry disclose 
the method of claim 1 1 , wherein if the requested content is to be delivered 
indirectly (Kenner, col. 12, lines 42-55), performing the steps of: 

acquiring the requested content via a content acquisition server located in 
the aggregator (local SRU through which content is routed to a user terminal, 
Kenner, col. 1 1 , lines 45-51 ); 

if the requested content should be stored at the aggregator local storage 
(Kenner, col. 9, lines 55-67), performing the steps of: 

determining a format of the requested content, if the format of the 
requested content is not correct for storage, reformatting the requested content, 
storing the requested content (Hendricks, col. 11, lines 46-60), analyzing 
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metadata related to the requested content, determining, based on the analyzed 
metadata, if the requested content is in a correct format for delivery to the user 
terminal, and reformatting the requested content as needed into a required 
format for delivery to the user terminal, routing the requested content of the 
correct format to a content delivery server (where content is formatted as needed 
depending on who the content is being delivered to, see Hendricks, col. 14, lines 
20-38 and col. 15 line 31 - col. 16 line 3, prior to being delivered to the cable 
headend 207 for distribution, see fig. 1); and 

analyzing a user profile associated with a user of the user terminal and the 
content metadata and based on the analyzed user profile and the content 
metadata applying a digital rights management scheme to the content delivery 
(see Hendricks, col. 18, lines 39-58 and col. 20 line 50 - col. 21 line 9); and 
incorporating advertisements into the requested content (Hendricks, col. 17, lines 
49-67). 

Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, and Farry fail to disclose the 
incorporating of advertisements into the requested content includes at least one 
advertisement targeted to a user of the user terminal. 

In an analogous art, Wilkins teaches targeting advertisements to specific 
users (col. 8, lines 3-41 and col. 11, lines 19-38), for the benefit of improved 
advertising (col. 4 line 44 - col. 5 line 39). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method disclosed by Hendricks, Kenner, Campanella, and Farry 
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to include targeting advertisements to specific users, as taught by Wilkins, for the 
benefit of improved, more effective advertising. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dominic D. Saltarelli whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7302. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am - 
6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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